New Hampshire Avenue Gospel Chapel

June 15, 2008


Care Groups Announcement

After careful consideration of a proposal made at last year’s assembly annual meeting, the elders wish to inform the assembly that we are going to launch a small care group initiative in homes.  Many assemblies have experienced blessing and growth from gathering in homes on a regular basis for fellowship, bible study, prayer, growth, and outreach. The objective is to strengthen the assembly fellowship and not to replace any of our current meetings.

We have divided the assembly into four groups, based on geographic distribution. One group will be in Bethesda/Rockville/Potomac/Germantown/DC/VA; a second in Silver Spring; a third in the Columbia area; and a fourth in Prince George’s county/Bowie area. The wide geographic distribution of the first group is unfortunately going to present a challenge for this group.

Each care group will be led by an elder with a deputy. The idea is to meet in a home--initially the home of the group leader, for a couple of hours once a month on a Saturday evening from about 5:30 to 8 pm. Refreshments would be part of the evening. 

Each group will be doing a topical study at the same time and this topic will be linked to messages at the Family Bible Hour. Our first topic will be on Discipleship and Personal Growth.

We are looking expectantly to the Lord for blessing of this initiative. We expect our fellowship will be strengthened from the more personal time we will be able to spend together once a month. We also expect greater opportunity for personal evangelism.

We ask you to check the group membership lists that have been put out on the table in the lower foyer to verify what group you are in. If you have any difficulty or with the group you have been put in please see one of the elders. We want everyone to feel comfortable in their group.

On the table there are also other materials, including a booklet explaining in greater detail what the care groups are all about. Please take your copy and read it. Please feel free to ask questions of the elders of things that are note clear.

The first meeting is scheduled for Saturday, August 2nd (that is in about 7 weeks time).

Obviously this is a big new step for us and we will be evaluating how things are going after a few months. 

Let’s ask the Lord’s blessing on this effort.  Let’s pray.         

